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The process of layering curricular targets for writing

	1. Set whole-school curricular target in writing from National Literacy Strategy (NLS) target statements for writing, based on analysis of NAA (QCA) tests, work scrutiny, discussions with children. For example:
· Children need to develop their abilities to apply grammatical skills to improve the purpose and organisation of their writing.
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	2. Assign year-group curricular target in writing from NLS target statements for writing. For example, for Year 5:
· Interest the reader by writing complex sentences to show a relationship between ideas.

	

	3. Differentiate the year-group target into targets for different groups using language accessible to children, based on teacher's specific knowledge of the class and individuals. For example, for Year 5:
· I can vary the pace of my writing by using a variety of simple and complex sentences (above age-related expectations).

· I can use conjunctions found in shared reading to join ideas in writing, e.g. although, since, whenever (age-related expectations).

· I can use simple linking words to make some complex sentences, e.g. when, because (below age-related expectations).

Note: Curricular targets should be personalised for children with diverse needs.

	

	4. Link curricular target to learning and teaching.

· Teachers identify subject-specific knowledge related to that target.

· Professional development at staff meetings identifies progression through the school in this aspect of subject-specific knowledge.

· Teachers identify, from their medium-term plans, when they would teach the relevant literacy or mathematics to enable the children to meet their target. They would include opportunities for children to consolidate and apply this knowledge across the curriculum.

· Teachers identify when, in their half-termly plans, they will focus on assessing progress towards the target.

· Targets are shared with children in class.

	

	5. Review progress against targets.

· Teachers and children assess and record progress against the targets.

· Teachers and the leadership team review individual progress against targets and record information on the school tracking system.

'I can' statements are most useful when linked to knowledge-based statements.
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